
ENG 304: Subversion and Scandal in Early Modern Print Culture 
DOCUMENT ANALYSIS WORKSHEET* 

 
What type of 
document is this? 
 

Check one: 
⃝ Pamphlet    ⃝ Octavo      ⃝  Folio      ⃝ Quarto ⃝ Other (explain) 
 
 

Unique Physical 
Characteristics of 
the Document 
 
 
 

Check all that apply: 
X  Includes prominent title                         X  Includes a subtitle 
X  Includes a secondary subtitle                ⃝ Includes attribution to writer/s 
X  Includes publishing information           ⃝ Includes written marginalia 
⃝ Includes stamp                                        ⃝  Other (explain) 
 
 

Date of Pub 1621 

Title and all 
subtitles of 
publication 

The Countesse of Mountgomeries Urania 

Attribution to an 
author? If so, 
indicate the 
location (e.g., title 
page, dedicatory 
epistle) 

Written by the right honorable the Lady Mary Wroath  
Daughter to the right Nobelle Robert Earle of Leicester 
And  Neece  to  the  ever  famous,  and  renowned  Sr.  Phillips  Sidney  knight… 
And (unsure of the rest) 

Inclusion of 
dedicatory front 
matter? Describe. 

Quite a long title explaining who the author was and her relation to other famous people of 
the time 

Who is the 
intended audience 
for the 
document?  

The literate public 
Progressive females 

 List three things 
the author said 
that you think are 
important: 

The main character is a shepherd who finds out she is royalty (the roles are important) 

“O  ignorance,  can  thy  dullness  yet  procure  so  sharp  a  pain?  and  that  such  a  thought  as  makes  
me now aspire unto knowledge?” 

“Having attained the top, she saw under some hollow trees the entrie into the rocke: she 
fearing nothing but the continuance of her ignorance, went in” 

Why do you think 
the document was 
printed? 

She wanted to public to read it – to get out her ideas 
Also she was well-known because of her famous family members 

What can you 
deduce about the 
society that 
produced this 
document?  

They did not see women as worthy of expressing their controversial ideas in writing 
Also writers of this time would often put themselves or people they knew into characters in 
their works 

Write a question 
to the 
writer/printer of 
this document: 

Who made the picture for the cover? How was it acquired? Who chose it for this document? 



What does this 
document mean 
to you? 
 

Women have come a long way in writing since then 

*Reference sources: Library of Congress, C.T. Evans (http://novaonline.nvcc.edu/eli/evans/resources/document.html) 


