
ENG 304: Subversion and Scandal in Early Modern Print Culture 
DOCUMENT ANALYSIS WORKSHEET* 

 

What type of 
document is this? 
 

Check one: 
⃝ Pamphlet    ⃝ Octavo   ⃝ Folio   ⃝ Quarto ⃝ Other (explain) 
 
 

Unique Physical 
Characteristics of 
the Document 
 
 
 

Check all that apply: 
⃝ Includes prominent title                         ⃝ Includes a subtitle 
⃝ Includes a secondary subtitle                ⃝ Includes attribution to writer/s 
⃝ Includes publishing information           ⃝ Includes written marginalia 
⃝ Includes stamp                                         ⃝  Other (explain) 
 
 

Date of Pub 1622 

Title and all 
subtitles of 
publication 

The tragoedy of Othello, the Moore of Venice. 
As it hath beene diuerse times acted at the Globe, and at the Black-Friers, by his Maiesties 
Seruants. 
London : Printed by N[icholas] O[kes] for Thomas Walkley, and are to be sold at his shop, at the 
Eagle and Child, in Brittans Bursse, 1622. 

Attribution to an 
author? If so, 
indicate the 
location (e.g., title 
page, dedicatory 
epistle) 

Written by VVilliam Shakespeare- In the middle of the title page 
Epistle by the printer on the second page  

Inclusion of 
dedicatory front 
matter? Describe. 

The second page is entitled “The Stationer to the Reader” from Thomas Walkley. He notes that 
he thought he should write a note to the reader since Shakespeare had not written an epistle 

Who is the 
intended audience 
for the 
document?  

The general public – the reference to the Globe Theater suggests that anyone could have 
attended a performance  

 List three things 
the author said 
that you think are 
important: 

In the epistle: 
“To commend it, I will not, for that which is good, I hope every man will commend it without 
intreaty: and I am the bolder, because the Authors name is sufficient to vent his worke. Thus 
leauing euery one to the liberty of iudgement: I have ventered to print this Play, and leave it to 
the generall censure.” 

Why do you think 
the document was 
printed? 

The printer wanted the general public to appreciate Shakespeare’s brilliance and introduce a 
work he thought was commendable. 

What can you 
deduce about the 
society that 
produced this 
document?  

It was important to know of Shakespeare and be able to discuss his works. 
Plays were a main source of entertainment for this society. 

Write a question 
to the 
writer/printer of 
this document: 

What do you hope the general public will gain from having easier access to Shakespeare’s 
works? 

What does this 
document mean 

It reminds me how much of an impact Shakespeare made on the literary world and how it was 
made possible by printing.  



to you? 
 

*Reference sources: Library of Congress, C.T. Evans (http://novaonline.nvcc.edu/eli/evans/resources/document.html) 


