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Document Analysis Reflection 

 Analyzing the cover and first pages of the 1622 copy of Shakespeare’s Othello was an 

enlightening experience. I have read Shakespeare before, but the document analysis was the first 

time I actually grasped the fact that he was a living person who wrote the words millions of 

people have laid their eyes on for hundreds of years. I think Shakespeare, along with other 

writers who have long passed but are still read today, had the ability to make their works live on 

by capturing timeless feelings that people will always be able to connect to. As Sarte notes, the 

words of great authors “are there like traps to arouse our feelings and to reflect them toward us. 

Each word is a path of transcendence; it shapes our feelings, names them, and attributes them to 

an imaginary personage who takes it upon himself to live for us and who has no other substance 

than these borrowed passions; he confers objects, perspectives, and a horizon upon them” (23). 

Although written hundreds of years ago, these stories are able to latch on to our own feelings in 

the present and become an ‘imaginary personage’ that is very much alive in our minds. Just as 

the human body is a vessel for the soul that dwells inside it, the paper and ink that physically 

construct a book hold deeper meaning than what is revealed on the surface. Poulet explains that 

“a book is not shut in by its contours, is not walled-up as in a fortress. It asks nothing better than 

to exist outside itself, or to let you exist in it. In short, the extraordinary fact in the case of a book 

is the falling away of the barriers between you and it. You are inside it; it is inside you; there is 

no longer either an outside or an inside” (39). It is incredible to think that millions of people have 

the intimate experience of sharing life with words that were written hundreds of years ago, and 

will still be able to have these experiences hundreds of years in the future.  


