
ENG 304: Subversion and Scandal in Early Modern Print Culture 
DOCUMENT ANALYSIS WORKSHEET* 

 

What type of 
document is this? 
 

Check one: 
⃝ Pamphlet    ⃝ Octavo   ⃝ Folio   ⃝ Quarto ⃝ Other (explain) 
 
 

Unique Physical 
Characteristics of 
the Document 
 
 
 

Check all that apply: 
⃝ Includes prominent title                         ⃝ Includes a subtitle 
⃝ Includes a secondary subtitle                ⃝ Includes attribution to writer/s 
⃝ Includes publishing information           ⃝ Includes written marginalia 
⃝ Includes stamp                                         ⃝  Other (explain) 
 
 

Date of Pub 1600 

Title and all 
subtitles of 
publication 

Title: A Midfommernights Dreame  (Midsummer Night’s Dream) 
Subtitle:  “As it hath beenefundry times publickely acted, by the Right honorable, the Lord 
Chamberlaine his servants. 

Attribution to an 
author? If so, 
indicate the 
location (e.g., title 
page, dedicatory 
epistle) 

Author noted on title page stated: “Written by William Shakespeare”. 

Inclusion of 
dedicatory front 
matter? Describe. 

Dedication to Thomas Fifther located on the bottom of the front title page.  

Who is the 
intended audience 
for the 
document?  

It appears that this is a play that is intended for a general public audience.  According to the 
title page, Lord Chamberlaine and his servants will be the ones putting in on public display. 

 List three things 
the author said 
that you think are 
important: 

N/A 

Why do you think 
the document was 
printed? 

I think the document was printed as a fictional play intended to entertain an audience. 

What can you 
deduce about the 
society that 
produced this 
document?  

I can deduce that because the society intended for the play to be acted out publicly, with no 
known restrictions of who was actually “supposed” to watch, the society is one that accepts 
the general public and is not comprised of wealthy Englishmen who’s play is for people with 
class only.  

Write a question 
to the 
writer/printer of 
this document: 

What was the inspiration for this document?  

What does this 
document mean 
to you? 
 

I chose this document because it was the first Shakespeare play I ever read in school.  I 
thoroughly enjoyed it because my teacher took it slow and really allowed us to dive into the 
text and analyze what was happening.  Furthermore, the content of the play is very mystical 
with the characters of the fairies, but the concept of falling in love or out of love is real to me 
as a reader.  



*Reference sources: Library of Congress, C.T. Evans (http://novaonline.nvcc.edu/eli/evans/resources/document.html) 


