
ENG 304: Subversion and Scandal in Early Modern Print Culture 
DOCUMENT ANALYSIS WORKSHEET* !

What type of 
document is this? 

Check one: 
x ⃝  Pamphlet    ⃝  Octavo   ⃝  Folio   ⃝  Quarto  ⃝  Other (explain) !

Unique Physical 
Characteristics 
of the Document !!

Check all that apply: 
x ⃝  Includes prominent title                       x ⃝  Includes a subtitle 
x ⃝  Includes a secondary subtitle                 ⃝  Includes attribution to writer/s 
⃝ Includes publishing information               ⃝  Includes written marginalia 
⃝ Includes stamp                                        ⃝   Other (explain) !

Date of Pub February 6, 1644

Title and all 
subtitles of 
publication

Anti-Aulicus: Discovering Weekly the Policies, Deceits, and Erroneous Maximes of the 
Court; And Informing the People of their Interest, and of whatsoever he conceives 
will advantage the same, as Aulicus shall give occasion in his weekly pamphlet

Attribution to an 
author? If so, 
indicate the 
location (e.g., 
title page, 
dedicatory 
epistle)

There is no author listed on the actual document, although the British Library 
attributes it to publisher Humphrey Tuckey. It was likely unsafe to give his name at 
the time, as this pamphlet could be considered treasonous. 

Inclusion of 
dedicatory front 
matter? 
Describe.

There is no dedicatory front matter on this document. The article begins immediately 
beneath the title.

Who is the 
intended 
audience for the 
document? 

This pamphlet was likely intended to be read by politically-rebellious members of the 
English middle class. Anti-Aulicus was a pamphlet published in Great Britain in the 
year 1644, which was during the First English Civil War. The title reveals the author’s 
disdain for his government, as well as his intention to inform the public of the court 
system’s flaws. Therefore, those who read this pamphlet were likely anti-Royalist. 

 List three things 
the author said 
that you think 
are important:

The title, Anti-Aulicus, is the most important part of this document, as it clearly 
identifies the pamphlet as anti-Royalist. The secondary subtitle refers to Mercurius 
Aulicus, an early newspaper used as Royalist propaganda to portray King Charles I in a 
positive light (Mercurius Aulicus 1). Therefore, the title Anti-Aulicus shows that 
Tuckey is taking a direct stance against the king.  !
The subtitle is also significant because the phrase “Policies, Deceits, and Erroneous 
Maximes of the Court[,]” reveals Tuckey’s disdain not only for the king, but also for 
his court, and his belief that the public is being deceived.  !
Also important, the secondary subtitle mentions the interest of the people. Tuckey’s 
pamphlet was clearly not intended for personal gain, as he may well have been 
putting his life at risk by publishing it. Instead, he shows that his defiance against 
King Charles I is for the benefit of the people; to spread outrage and boost rebel 
morale by keeping the public informed about their government’s political system. 



*Reference sources: Library of Congress, C.T. Evans (http://novaonline.nvcc.edu/eli/evans/resources/
document.html) 
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Why do you think 
the document 
was printed?

I believe this document was printed because of Tuckey’s desire to spread the truth 
about the Royalist faction, as the public was being kept informed about their politics 
through the deceptive lens of Mercurius Aulicus. 

What can you 
deduce about 
the society that 
produced this 
document? 

Knowing that the First English Civil War was in its third year at this time and 
recognizing the conflict between Aulicus and Anti-Aulicus, it is clear to me that the 
society in which this pamphlet was printed was engaged in great political turmoil and 
divided between support for and opposition to King Charles I. 

Write a question 
to the writer/
printer of this 
document:

How did you manage to spread this treasonous pamphlet in secret?

What does this 
document mean 
to you? 

I have always been intrigued by history and politics, and this document analysis gave 
me an opportunity to imagine myself as a political rebel, fighting for the common 
man. I was excited by the idea of defying the king and publishing the truth to the 
public as a sort of literary soldier. 


