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What type of 
document is this? 
 

Check one: 
⃝ Pamphlet    ⃝ Octavo  • Folio   ⃝ Quarto ⃝ Other (explain) 
 
 

Unique Physical 
Characteristics of 
the Document 
 
 
 

Check all that apply: 
• Includes prominent title                         • Includes a subtitle 
• Includes a secondary subtitle                • Includes attribution to writer/s 
• Includes publishing information           ⃝ Includes written marginalia 
⃝ Includes stamp                                        ⃝  Other (explain) 
 
 

Date of Pub 1696 

Title and all 
subtitles of 
publication 

Medicinal Experiments: or, a Collection of Choice and Safe Remedies, for The moft part Simple 
and eafily prepared: Very ufeful in Families, and fitted for the Service of Country People. 

Attribution to an 
author? If so, 
indicate the 
location (e.g., title 
page, dedicatory 
epistle) 

“By the Honourable R. Boyle, Efq; Follow of the Royal Society.” Found on the title page. There 
is also an inscription of the page adjacent to the title page of “The Honourable Robert Boyle” 
that is extremely extravagant.  

Inclusion of 
dedicatory front 
matter? Describe. 

No real dedication, only two acknowledgements to Robert Boyle who is made to appear as a 
member of the royal society.  

Who is the 
intended audience 
for the 
document?  

The audience is aimed to be anyone who needs medicinal remedies. Mentioned on the title 
page are: families and country people. The book seems to aim more at the non-royal people. 
The emphasis on the “Honourable” R. Boyle and the “Royal Society” shows that this book is of 
high quality and of high class, so it would be desirable by the lower class of individuals.  

 List three things 
the printer said 
that you think are 
important: 

1. Included that they are the “printers to the royal society”. This makes the book seem like it 
was printed by the best-of-the-best, which would make it much more valuable and desirable to 
the common people of London. 
2. Making the subtitle “Collection of Choice and Safe Remedies” more pronounced than the 
primary title: “Medicinal Experiments”. The subtitle portrays a softer impression of the extent 
of the remedies included in the book. “Medicinal Experiments” sounds like they have not been 
fully tested or would have harsh consequences. The subtitle allows the reader to have more 
faith in the outcome of the remedies.  
3. Including the name of the author and his status as a “fellow of the royal society”. In doing 
this, the reader/buyer knows that the remedies included are from a member of the highest 
class, which instills a sense of comfort, respect, and desire for the content of the book.  

Why do you think 
the document was 
printed? 

This book was most likely printed to allow for a spread of common fixes to common and non-
severe medical ailments. This would lower the need for doctors to fix every small ailment every 
person had. This would provide the doctors freedom in their schedule to help those with only 
severe diseases and give them more of the attention they needed.  

What can you 
deduce about the 
society that 
produced this 

This society has a large emphasis on a class system, it is clear that the royals have an influence 
on the classes below them. Additionally, it is a society that has value in caring for others’ 
health and well-being. They trust the common citizens enough to allow them to “treat” each 
other with a book of remedies, rather than only letting a physician treat people with illnesses. 
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document?  This society must also see some value in education. An individual who bought this book would 
clearly want to learn how to treat their sick friends and families without having to rely on 
someone else.  

Write a question 
to the 
writer/printer of 
this document: 

How severe do the treatments get that citizens are allowed to oversee? Do they tell the 
individual to see a doctor if they present with certain symptoms? How did this book differ from 
the 1st and 2nd edition? And why were those changes made? 

What does this 
document mean 
to you? 
 

This document shows to me that even as early as the 1696, citizens were concerned with 
health matters and preserving general health of the population. Even though modern medicine 
has come a far way from this time period, it is this mentality of spreading knowledge about 
medicine that start societies on the path to improved hygiene, treatments, and general public 
health.  

*Reference sources: Library of Congress, C.T. Evans (http://novaonline.nvcc.edu/eli/evans/resources/document.html) 


