
ENG 304: Subversion and Scandal in Early Modern Print Culture 
DOCUMENT ANALYSIS WORKSHEET* 

 

What type of 
document is this? 
 

Check one: 
⃝ Pamphlet    ⃝ Octavo   ⃝ Folio   ⃝ Quarto ⃝ Other (explain) 
 
 

Unique Physical 
Characteristics of 
the Document 
 
 
 

Check all that apply: 
⃝ Includes prominent title                         ⃝ Includes a subtitle 
⃝ Includes a secondary subtitle                ⃝ Includes attribution to writer/s 
⃝ Includes publishing information           ⃝ Includes written marginalia 
⃝ Includes stamp                                         ⃝  Other (explain) 
 
 

Date of Pub 1599 

Title and all 
subtitles of 
publication 

Briefe Description of the Whole Worlde 
Wherein Are Particularly described all the Monarchies, empires and king domes of the fame: 
with their fenerall titles and fituations thereunto adioyning 

Attribution to an 
author? If so, 
indicate the 
location (e.g., title 
page, dedicatory 
epistle) 

Title page: “By George Abbot” 
Does not indicate location of the author, simply says George Abbot’s name under the title. 

Inclusion of 
dedicatory front 
matter? Describe. 

The document would not have the author on the title page if it was not written in. The title page 
is typed but “George Abbot” is written in under the title. 

Who is the 
intended audience 
for the document?  

-Wealthy/Intelligent audience 
- Although there are few illustrations, the illustrations that are there are intricate and detailed 
-( Beginning word “The” has fancy “T” to start) 

 List three things 
the author said 
that you think are 
important: 

1. A Briefe Description of the Whole Worlde 
2. Countries are divided within each other 
3. Society does not yet know all there is to know about the world yet 

Why do you think 
the document was 
printed? 

-Informational, tells audience about other countries or land that may be foreign to them 
-Explains what countries surround others and how they are divided 

What can you 
deduce about the 
society that 
produced this 
document?  

-Religious: The Bible is written on the title page about where the document was printed 
- Society wanted to learn more about countries and areas other than their own 

Write a question 
to the 
writer/printer of 
this document: 

Why are there numbers on the sides of the document? (14,239) 

What does this 
document mean 
to you? 
 

This  document reveals that society during this time wanted to learn more about areas that 
were not familiar to them. 

*Reference sources: Library of Congress, C.T. Evans (http://novaonline.nvcc.edu/eli/evans/resources/document.html) 


