
ENG 304: Subversion and Scandal in Early Modern Print Culture 
DOCUMENT ANALYSIS WORKSHEET* 

 

What type of 
document is this? 

 

Check one: 
⃝ Pamphlet    ⃝Octavo   ⃝ Folio    Quarto ⃝ Other (explain) 

There was a ruler that marked the cover page 6 inches vertically.  I thought it could have been 
either a Quarto or Octavo. I didn’t think it was small enough to be an Octavo or “pocket” 

Shakespeare. 
 

Unique Physical 
Characteristics of 

the Document 
 
 
 

Check all that apply: 
 Includes prominent title                          Includes a subtitle 

Includes a secondary subtitle                ⃝ Includes attribution to writer/s 
Includes publishing information           ⃝ Includes written marginalia 

⃝ Includes stamp                                         ⃝  Other (explain) 
 
 

Date of Pub 1599 

Title and all 
subtitles of 
publication 

Title: The Most Excellent and Lamentable Tragedie of Romeo and Juliet 
Subtitle: "Newly corrected, augmented and amended” 

Secondary Subtitle: “As it hath bene fundry times publiquely acted, by the right Honourable 
the Lord Chamberlaine his Seruants.” 

Attribution to an 
author? If so, 
indicate the 

location (e.g., title 
page, dedicatory 

epistle) 

No attribution to Shakespeare on title page, prologue, etc. 
Title page does indicate the printer: Printed by Thomas Creede 

Inclusion of 
dedicatory front 

matter? Describe. 

“Printed by Thomas Creede, for Cuthbert Burby” 
Cuthbert Burby: was a London bookseller and publisher of the Elizabethan and early Jacobean 

eras. Burby published two key editions of Shakespearean works, the first quarto of Love's 
Labor's Lost (1598) and the second quarto of Romeo and Juliet. 

 
Who is the 

intended audience 
for the 

document? 

“and are to be fold at his fhop neare the Exchange” 
The original "intended audience" consisted of a broad cross-section of Elizabethan citizens. 

Playgoers at the time consisted of people of all sorts of educational and social levels. What is 
remarkable about all of Shakespeare's plays is the high degree of literacy they seem to assume 

in their "ideal" audience 
List three things 
the author said 

that you think are 
important: 

1. "Newly corrected, augmented and amended”- Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet was 
published in two distinct quartos prior to the publication of the first Folio in 1623 

2. The Most Excellent and Lamentable- The first Quarto (1597) is considered the “bad quarto” 
because the text contains many differences from the later editions. 

3. Even though there are 7 editions of this play, we always refer to all as just “Romeo and 
Juliet” no the “Most Excellent and Lamentable…” 

Why do you think 
the document was 

printed? 

I think this document was printed to create a more complete and reliable text and to revise the 
first quarto. All later quartos and folios are based on this specific quarto. Editors believe that 

any deviations from quarto 2 in the later editions are likely to arise from editors, not from 
Shakespeare himself. 

 

What can you 
deduce about the 

society that 
produced this 

Society during the Elizabethan Age was very focused on plays and theater, primarily 
Shakespeare’s work.  Publishers and printers were constantly trying to make “amended” 

adaptations to the play. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabethan_era
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacobean_era
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_quarto
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Love%27s_Labor%27s_Lost
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Love%27s_Labor%27s_Lost
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1598_in_literature
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_quarto
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romeo_and_Juliet


document? 

Write a question 
to the 

writer/printer of 
this document: 

Why isn’t there an attribution to Shakespeare printed on the title page? 

What does this 
document mean 

to you? 
 

Romeo and Juliet is, so far, one of my favorite Shakespearean plays. I had no idea the different 
revisions and publications it undertook. I would like to read the first quarto published in 1597 

to see how it compares to the modern versions we read today. 

*Reference sources: Library of Congress, C.T. Evans (http://novaonline.nvcc.edu/eli/evans/resources/document.html) 


