
ENG 304: Subversion and Scandal in Early Modern Print Culture 
DOCUMENT ANALYSIS WORKSHEET* 

 

What type of 
document is this? 
 

Check one: 
● Pamphlet    ⃝ Octavo   ⃝ Folio   ⃝ Quarto ⃝ Other (explain) 
(The number “5” on the top right corner, and the number of pages of the piece (88) suggest to 
me that this resembles a modern-day magazine.) 
 

Unique Physical 
Characteristics of 
the Document 
 
 
 

Check all that apply: 
 ●Includes prominent                                 ●Includes a subtitle 
 ●Includes a secondary subtitle               ⃝ Includes attribution to writer/s 
 ● Includes publishing information         ⃝ Includes written marginalia 
⃝ Includes stamp                                      ⃝  Other (explain) 
 
 

Date of Pub 1680 

Title and all 
subtitles of 
publication 

“An Essay upon Satyr or, A Poem on the times; Under the names of The Golden Age, The Silver 
Age, The Brazen Age, and the Iron Age: To Which is Added, A Satyr Against Separatists” 

Attribution to an 
author? If so, 
indicate the 
location (e.g., title 
page, dedicatory 
epistle) 

No attribution to author; published in London. Quotation included on front page from the 
Brazen Age. No title page or dedicatory page. 

Inclusion of 
dedicatory front 
matter? Describe. 

As written above, the only dedication is to the Brazen Age on the cover: “The Laws themselves 
grew lawlesse, and the Tribes/ O’th’ Gown entail’d their Consciences for Bribes,/ Like 
Cobwebs, Laws the lesser Flies entrap,/ But Great Ones might break thorow, and escape.” 
(Brazen Age, Cap. 8. P. 19.) This quote is a commentary on the superiority of the wealthy and 
royal, in a society whose rules benefitted only the upper classes if anyone at all. (Brazen Age: 
1860-65) 

Who is the 
intended audience 
for the 
document?  

This is most likely intended for historians, readers and intellects of the future to make certain 
that society doesn’t stoop to the disarray and chaos of certain times of its past. The piece 
starts out with a lovely depiction of the Golden Age, with effective laws and honest rulers, 
transitioning into the Silver Age where greediness grows. It may be a little bit exaggerated, but 
for effect and affect, not for amusement.  

 List three things 
the author wrote 
that you think are 
important: 

1.) The first page: “Mans quiet Nature did not feel that fire,/ Which since inflames the World, 
too great desire.” (1) 

2.) Incredible satire: “Our natural Hair, not shed by Venerie,/ Was shav’d by Pride, and we our 
Heads belie/ With Womens excrements; which might be known,/ (Only because we bought 
it) ‘twas our own./ Lech’ry first taught this evil to our Nation;/ Now what it wore for need, 
we wear for fashion.” (33) 

3.) The last line: “Their Broaths have such weeds mixt, and are so hot,/ The Prophets Sons cry  
out, Death’s in the pot.” (88) 

Why do you think 
the document was 
printed? 

To warn against the dangers of man’s nature—in a very simplified way, the Seven Deadly Sins 
(greed, gluttony, envy, sloth, lust, wrath, pride). The warning, though, is done casually and 
entertainingly, so that people actually continue reading. 

What can you 
deduce about the 
society that 
produced this 
document?  

One that is not proud of the past that we have made for ourselves, and the direction we seem 
to still be headed in. Also, a writer that is very perceptive, because these problems in human 
nature and tendency still exist today. Although, this author seems very nostalgic of a 
time/society that had been an image of perfection (The Golden Age), and that is a very naïve 
way to imagine it.  



Write a question 
to the 
writer/printer of 
this document: 

Do you think that there is a glimmer of hope for the human race to turn things around and 
make a society that we should/can be proud of? 

What does this 
document mean 
to you? 
 

Despite its exaggerated claims and satiric literary tactic, I appreciate the raw honesty that’s at 
the core of the piece. In order to create successful satire, I think the writer really has to know 
its subject and, ultimately, the subject was himself; this is a satire on man. I appreciate his 
perceptiveness and honesty on a topic that is probably not the most enjoyable to bring to light 
during any time period. 

*Reference sources: Library of Congress, C.T. Evans (http://novaonline.nvcc.edu/eli/evans/resources/document.html) 


