
ENG 304: Subversion and Scandal in Early Modern Print Culture 
DOCUMENT ANALYSIS WORKSHEET* 

 

What type of 
document is this? 
 

Check one: 

⃝ Pamphlet    ⃝ Octavo   ⃝ Folio   ✔ Quarto ⃝ Other (explain) 
 
 

Unique Physical 
Characteristics of 
the Document 
 
 
 

Check all that apply: 

✔ Includes prominent title                         ✔ Includes a subtitle 

⃝ Includes a secondary subtitle               ✔ Includes attribution to writer/s 

✔ Includes publishing information           ⃝ Includes written marginalia 

⃝ Includes stamp                                        ✔ Other (explain) 
 
-There are a few inkblots on the dedication page that cover up some of the words, making it 
difficult to read.  
 

Date of Pub 1594 

Title and all 
subtitles of 
publication 

“VENVS AND ADONIS 
Vilia miretur vulgus: mihi flauus Apollo Pocula Castalia plena ministret aqua.” 

Attribution to an 
author? If so, 
indicate the 
location (e.g., title 
page, dedicatory 
epistle) 

There is an attribution to the author, William Shakespeare, on the dedication page of this 
document, which is the second page. One can find this attribution at the bottom of the 
dedication, which is to Henrie V. Vriothesly, Earle of Southampton.  

Inclusion of 
dedicatory front 
matter? Describe. 

This document is dedicated to Henrie V. Vriothesly, Earle of Southampton. In this dedication, 
William Shakespeare discusses that he was hesitant to write this poem and to dedicate it to 
the Earle of Southampton because of its “unpolisht lines”, and vows to spend all of his time 
revising his work if the Earle is not pleased with how the poem turned out.  

Who is the 
intended audience 
for the 
document?  

Because this document is dedicated to Henrie V. Vriothesly, Earle of Southampton, and its 
subtitle on the front page is written in Latin, one can assume that this document was intended 
to be received by the upper-class members of society and the well-educated.  

 List three things 
the author said 
that you think are 
important: 

1.) Shakespeare refers to his lines as “unpolisht” – shows that he knows he is talented at his 
craft, but not exempt from making mistakes in his work 
2.) Refers to the document as an “invention” 
3.) Planned on revising/rewriting his work if the Earle of Southampton did not fully enjoy it 

Why do you think 
the document was 
printed? 

The document was most likely printed for the entertainment and enjoyment of the upperclass 
members of society, specifically for Henrie V. Vriothesly, the Earle of Southampton. Unlike 
some of Shakespeare’s other works, this document seems to be printed for the purpose of 
reading, rather than for the purpose of actors performing in front of crowds of people.  

What can you 
deduce about the 
society that 
produced this 
document?  

The document states that it was to be sold at “…the sign of the white Greyhound in Paul’s 
Church Yard”. Based on these instructions, and the fact that churches were typically found in 
well-off societies, one can deduce that the society in which this document was produced must 
have been fairly wealthy. The document states that it must be printed and sold in one specific 
place, thus making it less likely to be in circulation to be available to the general public, which 
shows a clear class division between the rich and poor.  

Write a question 
to the 
writer/printer of 
this document: 

Was this document intended/available for all members of society, or only the wealthy/upper-
class members of society? 



What does this 
document mean 
to you? 
 

This document provides and interesting look at William Shakespeare’s non-
drama/performance work. It is interesting to note how the poem seems to be intended for the 
wealthy/upper-class due to its sophisticated language, specific dedication page, and availability 
of publication. This document is interesting because it comments on society as well as William 
Shakespeare himself.  

*Reference sources: Library of Congress, C.T. Evans (http://novaonline.nvcc.edu/eli/evans/resources/document.html) 


